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UKIAH POLICE CHIEF CEDRIC CROOK ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT AFTER 28 YEARS OF SERVICE; CAPTAIN TOM 

CORNING TO SUCCEED HIM 

Ukiah, CA. April 8, 2025.  – The City of Ukiah is announcing the 
retirement of Police Chief Cedric Crook, who has dedicated 28 years 
of service to the department and the City, including the past three 
years as Chief. Chief Crook has made the decision to step down, 
marking the conclusion of a distinguished career in public service and 
law enforcement.  

Chief Crook began his career with the Ukiah Police Department as a 

reservist in 1997. After graduating at the top of his class from the 

police academy, he was promoted to full-time police officer in 1998. 

Over the years, he served in nearly every role within the department, 

including as a SWAT team member, canine handler, and a member of 

the Mendocino Major Crimes Task Force. In 2002, he was honored as 

Ukiah's Police Officer of the Year. Promoted to Chief in 2022, he 

played a key role in developing policies to enhance community 

safety. As a Ukiah native, his deep connection to the city has been 

evident throughout his career, and he is widely recognized for his 

unwavering commitment to his hometown.  

“It has been the honor of a lifetime to serve this community 

alongside such a talented team,” said Chief Crook.  

In light of this transition, Ukiah Police Captain Tom Corning has been selected to succeed Chief Crook as the new 

Police Chief. Chief Crook remarked, “I am proud of the work we’ve accomplished together, and I have full 

confidence that the department will continue to thrive under Captain Tom Corning’s leadership.”  

Corning, a U.S. Army combat veteran, has served with distinction in law enforcement for 16 years. His extensive 

background, proven leadership, and dedication to the Ukiah community make him the ideal candidate for this 

important role. 



"I have every confidence that Captain Corning will lead the Ukiah Police Department with integrity and 

dedication," said Ukiah City Manager Sage Sangiacomo. "His wealth of experience, strong leadership, and 

passion for serving this community will ensure the department continues to build trust and safety for all Ukiah 

residents." 

Captain Corning has held numerous leadership positions within the department, including patrol officer, field 

training officer, president of the police officers’ association, patrol sergeant, detective sergeant, patrol 

lieutenant, and captain. His experience gives him a deep understanding of the challenges and opportunities that 

lie ahead for law enforcement in Ukiah. Corning is committed to building strong community partnerships while 

maintaining a department that is professional, transparent, and accountable. 

Jacque Williams, Executive Director of the Ford Street Project, where Corning serves as an active Board member, 

expressed her support for the leadership transition, saying, “We have worked closely with Captain Corning over 

the years, and his commitment to making Ukiah a safer and more supportive community is truly evident. We 

look forward to continuing our work together and are confident that his leadership will have a positive impact.” 

Chief Crook’s retirement marks the end of an era for the Ukiah Police Department. His outstanding contributions 

to public safety will leave a lasting legacy. As the Department and City of Ukiah look ahead, there is great 

anticipation for the future under the leadership of incoming Chief Corning, who will be officially sworn in on 

Wednesday, April 16th, during the Ukiah City Council meeting at 5:15 p.m. Chief Crook’s retirement will take 

effect on August 2nd, allowing for a smooth transition of leadership. 
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