g ) OL ICE
: CITY OF UKIAH

“Safety, Professionalism & Community Service" Justin Wyatt

Chief of Police

PRESS RELEASE - UPD CASE # 21-0328

Date: February 27, 2021

Location: 1099 S. State St., Ukiah

Suspect:  Eryka Smith (28-year-old female of Willits)
Victim: 53-year-old female of Willits

Violations: 496d(a) PC: Possession of a Stolen Vehicle (Felony)
1203.2(a) PC: Violation of Probation (Misdemeanor)

On February 27, 2021 at approximately 11:59 AM, UPD Dispatch received a report of a
possibly intoxicated driver, on Talmage Road. The caller advised they saw several
violations, which caused them to suspect the driver was impaired. Dispatch obtained the
license plate number from the caller and found that it corresponded to a vehicle that had
been reported as stolen to CHP’s Garberville station. The caller advised the vehicle
parked at the fuel pumps at the gas station located at 1099 S. State Street. Officers
responded to the location and once there saw the silver Toyota Corolla was in fact parked
at the fuel pumps. They saw the vehicle was occupied by at least one person.

Due to the inherent dangers of apprehending suspects who are in possession of stolen
vehicles, a high risk or Felony stop was conducted on the vehicle. In these types of stops,
Officers remain in a position of cover (protection) while they give verbal directions to the
occupant(s) of the vehicle to exit and come back to the Officer’s location. The sole
occupant, Eryka Smith complied with verbal directions and was taken into custody
without further incident.

Officers learned Smith was on Summary Probation from this county and one of the terms
of her probation was “obey all laws”. Smith was arrested for possession of a stolen
vehicle and a violation of her probation terms. She was subsequently booked at the
MCSO lJail. Officers contacted the vehicle’s owner and released the vehicle to them.

UPD would like to thank the alert citizen who reported their observations to UPD.
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As always, our mission at UPD is simple: to make Ukiah as safe a place as possible. If
you would like to know more about crime in your neighborhood, you can sign up for
telephone, cellphone and email notifications by clicking the Nixle button on our website;
www.ukiahpolice.com.

Prepared by: UPD Operations Lieutenant Andy Phillips
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