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Chief of Police

PRESS RELEASE - UPD CASE # 21-0317

Date: February 25, 2021
Location: 1531 N. Bush St., Ukiah

Suspect:  Mark A. Nielsen (33-year-old male of Ukiah)
Kevin E. Ford (39-year-old male of Ukiah)

Victim: 42-year-old male of Kelseyville

Violations: Nielson

496d(a) PC: Possession of a Stolen Vehicle (Felony)
1203.2(a) PC: Violation of Probation (Misdemeanor)
11377(a) HS: Possession of a Controlled Substance (Misdemeanor)

11364(a) HS: Possession of Drug Paraphernalia (Misdemeanor)
14601.1(a) CVC: Drive with Suspended License (Misdemeanor)

Ford
11350(a) HS: Possession of a Controlled Substance (Misdemeanor)

On February 25, 2021 at approximately 2:45 PM, a UPD Officer was on-duty and
observed a blue BMW SUV driving in the area of N. State St. and KUKI Road. The
Officer recalled a vehicle matching that vehicle had been reported as stolen the previous
day to CHP’s Ukiah office. The Officer provided the vehicle’s license plate number to
Dispatch and they confirmed it matched the stolen vehicle’s license plate. The Officer
requested additional Officers to respond to their location so that a high risk or Felony
stop could be initiated. This type of stop is standard procedure, due to the inherent
dangers of apprehending suspects in a stolen vehicle. Prior to other Officers arriving in
the area, the SUV pulled into an apartment complex driveway. The Officer initiated the
Felony stop in the parking lot of the complex. Additional Officers and MCSO Deputies
arrived to assist.

The SUV was occupied by two males who were later identified as Mark Nielsen (driver)
and Kevin Ford (passenger). Both subjects were taken into custody without further
incident.

300 Seminary Avenue | Ukiah, California 95482
Telephone: (707) 463-6262 | Fax: (707) 462-6068 | www.ukiahpolice.com



http://www.ukiahpolice.com/

g e OL ICE
3 CITY OF UKIAH

“Safety, Professionalism & Community Service" Justin Wyatt

Chief of Police

PRESS RELEASE - UPD CASE # 21-0317

Officers learned Nielsen was on Summary Probation through DMV, for a prior vehicle
theft violation and the terms of his probation included “shall not commit criminal
offense”. Officers further learned his driver’s license was suspended for multiple prior
violations. Nielsen was found to be in possession of methamphetamine (meth) and a pipe
used for smoking meth. The owner of the vehicle was contacted and confirmed they did
not know Nielsen nor did he have permission to possess the SUV. Nielson was arrested
for the above-mentioned violations and was booked at the MCSO Jail. During a search
of his belongings, it was discovered he had received a citation for 496d(a) PC from the
Lakeport Police Department, for a separate vehicle, within the previous 9 days.

Ford was found to be in possession of heroin, was issued a citation and was released from
the scene.

The vehicle was stored so that the owner could retrieve it at their convenience.

UPD would like to thank the MCSO for their assistance in this case.

As always, our mission at UPD is simple: to make Ukiah as safe a place as possible. If
you would like to know more about crime in your neighborhood, you can sign up for

telephone, cellphone and email notifications by clicking the Nixle button on our website;
www.ukiahpolice.com.

Prepared by: UPD Operations Lieutenant Andy Phillips
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