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Press Release BHO Lab
UPD case #16-0609
On March 1st at about 8:15 AM Ukiah Police stopped a vehicle being driven by 33 year old William Joseph Parker, of Washington, in the 900 block of North State Street. The officer noticed several packages of what appeared to be concentrated cannabis, in the form of Butane Honey Oil, in the rear seat of the vehicle. A further search of the vehicle revealed a very large amount of Butane Honey Oil in the trunk, with a total weight of more than 7 pounds. Also located were several items associated with the manufacturing and selling of Butane Honey Oil. Parker and the passenger, 25 year old Max Eugene Johnson, also of Washington, were arrested for the manufacture of Butane Honey Oil, and possession and transportation for sale of concentrated cannabis.

Butane Honey Oil is manufactured from dried marijuana utilizing a chemical extraction process involving the use of large amounts of butane. The butane is kept under pressure in equipment incorporating a variety of devices, and the process is dangerous and highly flammable. Numerous fires have been started in the county from Butane Honey Oil labs.

Pursuant to this investigation a search warrant was issued for a property in the 7000 block of Highway 20 in Potter Valley, where the manufacturing of Butane Honey Oil was believed to be occurring. At around 12:00 PM Officers with Ukiah Police Department, accompanied by Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputies and agents with the County of Mendocino Marijuana Eradication Team and Mendocino Major Crimes Task Force, arrived at the property. Three subjects were immediately seen fleeing the site the extraction process was believed to be located, two of whom were detained after a short foot pursuit up a steep embankment. The third suspect was able to elude capture after an extensive search in the steep and wooded terrain.
A sophisticated piece of equipment used to produce Butane Honey Oil was located at the location, and it appeared to be commercially produced and is believed to be valued at around $15,000.00 when purchased. Several other pieces of equipment associated with the production of Butane Honey Oil and believed to be of significant monetary value were located, as was over 50 pounds of marijuana in various stages of processing and more than 75 growing marijuana plants. Officers also located several firearms and seized over $9000.00 in U.S. Currency for asset seizure purposes. 

Arrested at the location were 30 Jacob Tyler Hopper and 35 year old Michael Shawn Williamson, for the manufacture of Butane Honey Oil. The outstanding suspect has not been positively identified and this investigation will continue.   
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