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Press Release Stolen Vehicle Pursuit
UPD case #16-0555
On February 24th at about 9:15 PM, Ukiah Police responded to the parking lot at Kohl’s, at 437 North Orchard Avenue, for a reported vehicle theft. Officers determined the victim’s 2003 Ford pickup had been stolen from the parking lot, and that there was no suspect information. 

The following morning, February 25th, at about 5:00 AM, a Ukiah Police Officer was fueling his vehicle on East Perkins Street near Orchard Avenue, The officer saw the stolen vehicle traveling west on Perkins Street, and turn right and proceed northbound on North Orchard Avenue. The officer attempted to catch up to the vehicle, which began traveling at a high rate of speed. The stolen vehicle turned onto Ford Street, then right onto Sidnie Street before entering the nearby apartment complex. The stolen vehicle traveled so fast over the speed bumps in the parking lot that its wheels left the ground. The vehicle exited the complex and turned right, heading west on Ford Street at a high rate of speed with the officer in pursuit. The vehicle again left the ground while traversing the railroad track crossing on Ford Street, bottoming out and emitting sparks as it swerved from left to right. The vehicle regained control and proceeded north on North State Street.  

The stolen vehicle drove at a high rate of speed through the red traffic light at Low Gap Road and again at KUKI Lane, before turning left, then quickly right on Lovers Lane, continuing at a high rate of speed. The stolen vehicle failed to negotiate the sweeping left hand turn on Lovers Lane, and drove off the roadway and collided with a power pole, causing the power lines to sway and emit sparks. The driver of the vehicle, later identified as 25 year old Christopher Buenrostro, fled the vehicle on foot and ran north on Lovers Lane. The pursing officer took the passenger, identified as 28 year old James Edwin Belden, into custody. 

A search of the vehicle revealed several baggies of methamphetamine weighing several grams in total, several ounces of marijuana, a methamphetamine smoking pipe, a hypodermic syringe, and hand tools commonly used in the commission of burglaries such as pry bars and bolt cutters. 

Belden was arrested for possessing stolen property, possessing methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia, possessing burglary tools, and violating probation. Officers are searching for Buenrostro and have issued a be on the look-out for his arrest for vehicular evasion, possessing stolen property, possessing methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia, and for violating probation. Buenrostro is about 6’ tall, weighing approximately 270 pounds, with black hair and brown eyes. He was last seen near the apartment complex at 151 Lovers lane. Anybody with information regarding Buenrostro’s whereabouts is encouraged to call the Ukiah Police Department at 463-6262.                  
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