







               



          Chief of Police

Press Release 
UPD case #16-0385
On February 9th at about 8:40 am, a UPD officer was contacted by a social worker with Mendocino Youth Project.  The officer was informed that a female juvenile was possibly followed by an adult yesterday morning.  The UPD officer began an investigation and contacted the juvenile, who reported that on February 8th at about 7 am, she was walking through the Shell gas station on South Orchard Avenue, when she noticed a man in a pickup truck following her.  The victim first ignored the subject and walked towards East Perkins Street.  For the next 30 minutes, the victim walked to different locations on East Perkins Street in an attempt to avoid the subject.  During this time the subject got close enough to the juvenile victim, to make inappropriate commits and gestures toward her.  The victim last saw the pickup on East Perkins at Main Street. 
The suspect was described as a chubby Hispanic male in his 30’s, with a mustache, wearing a grey hat and a blue hoodie type sweatshirt.  The vehicle was a faded red, two door Chevrolet pickup truck, with the word “Chevrolet” written on the tailgate, over a silver stripe.  
If anyone has information regarding this latest incident, please contact the Ukiah Police Department Detective Division at 463-6262.
While we continue to investigate this incident and the previous incidents involving school children traveling to and from school, it is important to note that we are not sure these incidents are connected.  Parents should spend time talking with their children about these safety tips:

1. Do not talk to strangers.

2. Be aware of your surroundings (example: Don’t focus your attention on your cell phone while walking home from school.  Walk with your head up, looking at your surroundings).

3. Stick together.  There is safety in numbers.

4. Practice basic self – defense.  A swift kick to the shins or private parts along with a loud scream will help get the attention of people in the area.  

5. If you’re at home alone – lock your doors.

6. If something happens to you report it immediately! 

Parents can get additional information to help protect their children at:

https://www.ukiahpolice.com/community-support/missing-and-exploited-children-resources/
Currently UPD and Ukiah Unified School District have teamed up to provide education and training at each of our elementary school sites, utilizing the “Stranger Danger” model.  The program builds confidence and gives children tools to help make good sound decisions and take appropriate action if ever approached or enticed by a stranger.  
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